Order of Service
28 October 2018

BALAAM’S DONKEY
AN ODD STORY
FOR THE BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS

WELCOME TO KNOX
Knox Church is a congregation within the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa
New Zealand. We aim to create Christian community in which people of all
ages, sexual orientations, cultural backgrounds and socio-economic situations
are included as equally valued participants in our congregational life. We
cherish our diversity, offering a safe place of belonging to any who wish to
explore their beliefs in an atmosphere promoting discussion, the development
of healthy relationships and spiritual growth. We strive to be open to dialogue
and shared experiences with people of other faiths. We enjoy worshipping the
God made known in Jesus, endeavouring to do so in ways that are relevant to
our daily lives, respect the integrity of creation, and make a positive difference
to our wider world.
A loop system for hearing aids operates at Knox.
Toilets are available through the door on the lectern side of the sanctuary.
The Call to Worship:
We light a candle in the name of Jesus Christ, the Light of the world.
JESUS, BORN AMONG THE ANIMALS IN A BARN YARD STABLE;
JESUS, RIDING A DONKEY INTO JERUSALEM;
JESUS, WORSHIPPED AS THE PRECIOUS LAMB OF GOD.
Kia noho a Ihowa ki a koutou. God be with you.
MA IHOWA KOE E MANAAKI. GOD BLESS YOU.
Hymn:
All things bright and beautiful

William Henry Monk (1823-1889)

All things bright and beautiful,
all creatures great and small,
all things wise and wonderful the Lord God made them all.
1. Each little flower that opens,
2. The cold wind in the winter,
each little bird that sings the pleasant summer sun,
he made their glowing colours,
the ripe fruits in the garden he made their tiny wings.
he made them every one.
All things bright and beautiful . .
All things bright and beautiful . . .
.
3. The purple-headed mountain,
4. he gave us eyes to see them,
the river running by,
and lips that we might tell
the sunset and the morning
how great is God Almighty,
that brightens up the sky,
who has made all things well.
All things bright and beautiful . .
All things bright and beautiful . . .
Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895)
Prayer of Approach
That creation is beautiful,
and speaks of the eternal beauty,
WE GIVE THANKS AND PRAISE TO GOD.
That creation is friendly,
and speaks of the eternal kindness,
WE GIVE THANKS AND PRAISE TO GOD.
That creation is diverse and interesting,
and speaks of the way room is made for all sorts
in the reign of God,
WE GIVE THANKS AND PRAISE TO GOD.
That creation is fragile,
AND CALLS US TO LIVE WITH CARE,
that creation can be hurt,
AND NEEDS US TO LIVE WITH GENTLENESS,
that creation can die,
SO NEEDS US TO PRESERVE LIFE,
we offer to God our concern
AND OUR CONFESSION.

For the neglect
AND FOR THE CRUELTY,
for the violence
AND THE WARRING,
for the lack of respecting,
AND FOR THE HEIGHTS OF HUMAN ARROGANCE,
we say:
Lord have mercy.
CHRIST HAVE MERCY.
Lord have mercy.
Silence
Assurance and Response
. . . In the name of Christ I say to you:
You are forgiven and you are free.
THANKS BE TO GOD.
Prayer of Supplication:
God of the strange and wonderful story,
you spoke to Balaam, a violating prophet,
through the stubbornness of a donkey.
Through the honesty of an animal
you opened his human eyes.
GIVE US ALSO, OUR GOD,
THE CAPACITY TO LEARN
FROM THE HONESTY OF ANIMALS.
Make us good keepers of your creation,
BLESSING US TO KNOW AND DO YOUR WILL.
We pray this in the name of Jesus,
using his words as together we say:
OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN
HALLOWED BE YOUR NAME,
YOUR KINGDOM COME,
YOUR WILL BE DONE,
ON EARTH AS IN HEAVEN.
GIVE US TODAY OUR DAILY BREAD.
FORGIVE US OUR SINS

AS WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO SIN AGAINST US.
SAVE US FROM THE TIME OF TRIAL
AND DELIVER US FROM EVIL.
FOR THE KINGDOM, THE POWER AND THE GLORY ARE YOURS
NOW AND FOR EVER. AMEN.
The Passing of the Peace
Kia tau tonu te rangimarie o te Ariki ki a koutou.
The peace of Christ be with you all.
A KI A KOE ANO HOKI;
AND ALSO WITH YOU.
We exchange a sign of peace with one another.
Meeting the Animals
When the minister says “We give thanks for N”,
the people say “AMEN”.
During the singing of the hymn, you are invited, if you would like to, to light a
candle in memory of a beloved pet.

Did you know that roughly 300 million human beings survive or thrive because
of the work of working animals (including horses, mules, donkeys and camels)?

Hymn:
Ellacombe

Melody from Mainz Gesangbuch, 1833

1. O God, your creatures fill the earth
with wonder and delight,
and every living thing has worth
and beauty in your sight.
So playful dolphins dance and swim;
your sheep bow down and graze.
Your songbirds share a morning hymn
to offer you their praise.

3. You made the creatures on each farm;
you know the things they need.
May they grow healthy, safe from harm,
and safe from human greed.
Just as a shepherd loves the sheep,
you know their joy, their pain.
Lord, bless the animals we keep;
may all farms be humane.

2. You made the pets we welcome in 4. Your creatures live in every land;
they're wondrous blessings, too.
they fill the sky and sea.
With paws and whiskers, wings & fins,
O Lord, you give us your command
they offer praise to you.
to love them tenderly.
O Lord, you call us to embrace
We're called to have dominion here these creatures in our care.
to care for them always.
May we show kindness, love and grace
By loving creatures you hold dear,
to all pets everywhere.
we offer you our praise.
Carolyn Winfrey Gillette (b. 1961)
The First Lesson:

Numbers 22: 20-27

The Second Lesson: Numbers 22: 28-35
In this is the Word of God
THANKS BE TO GOD.

Sermon:

Of humans, donkeys, seeing, speaking and saving
Generally, sermons are posted on our website shortly after
the service at: http://www.knoxchurch.co.nz/sermons.html
Hard copies of the sermons are available before and after the
service – ask the person at the door.

Post Sermon Music
Prayers for Others and Ourselves
led by Bob Fendall
The Offering and Dedication
We stand for the dedication of the Offering
For times when we have been able to see what is true,
THANKS BE TO GOD.
For times when we have been rescued from danger,
THANKS BE TO GOD.
For times when we have known good companionship,
THANKS BE TO GOD.
In celebration of all that is good,
WE MAKE THIS OFFERING.
Enable us to offer also our selves,
WITH GOD DIRECTING US AND IT ALL
TOWARDS GOODNESS, GRACE AND BLESSING.
AMEN.
Notices

Starfish

Jellyfish

Angler fish

Hymn:
Laudate Dominum

Charles Hubert Hastings Parry (1848-1918)

1. You servants of God,
your Sovereign proclaim,
and publish abroad
that wonderful name;
the name all-victorious
of Jesus extol;
who, sovereign and glorious,
now rules over all.
3.

2.

Salvation to God,
who sits on the throne!
let all cry aloud
for what God has done:
the praises of Jesus
the angels proclaim,
still veiling their faces,
they worship the Lamb.

Then let us adore,
and render God’s right,
all glory and power,
all wisdom and might,
all honour and blessing
with angels above,
and thanks never-ceasing,
and infinite love.
Charles Wesley (1707-1788), alt.

Benediction and Sung Amen
Organ Postlude
Tea and coffee are served in the Knox Centre Lounge following the morning service
Music printed in this order of service is covered
under a music copyright licence agreement: LicenSing #604802

NOTICES
This Week:
Sunday
Wednesday
Next Week:
Sunday
Wednesday

28 October – 3 November 2018
10.00am Morning Worship
11.15am Knox Book Group – see below
10.00am Bible Study
4 November -10 November 2018
10.00am Morning Worship
2.00pm
Pedals and Strum – see below
10.00am Bible Study

Knox Book Group – Sunday 28th October at 11.15am in the Committee
Room.(postponed from 30th September). The book “A Man you can Bank on”
by Derek Hansen.
ACWC, and FLC Service
CHURCH WOMEN UNITED AOTEAROA NEW ZEALAND invite you to the
Annual Church service and Ingathering of Fellowship of the Least Coin money
to be held at St Albans Uniting Church Nancy Ave on Friday 2nd November at
10 am . Followed by morning tea
PILLARS – Council has approved that for the first 3 Sundays in November,
instead of our food etc donations going to St Georges Iona, they will be going to
PILLARS. PILLARS is a group that looks after families with a family member in
prison. Food, especially Christmas type food, toiletries and gifts suitable for
children and teenagers are welcome and will be well used. This is the ninth year
Knox has donated goods to PILLARS. The following link tells you about his
organisation: https://www.noted.co.nz/currently/profiles/verna-mcfelin-good-samaritan-prison-inmatesfamilies/

Pedals and Strums – Sunday 4 November, 2pm at Knox Church. Daniel
Cooper performs Alexandre Guilmant’s Symphony for Organ and
Orchestra in D minor, in collaboration with the Risingholme Orchestra.
Door Sales: Adults $15, children $5.
Canterbury Film Society, Sun 4th Nov @ 2pm (Christchurch Art Gallery Te
Puna o Waiwhetū, Montreal Street). Presenter Whakaarahia Tairawhiti-Kukutai.
No reservations; first-come-first-served. Doors open at 1:30pm.

Parihaka Day, 5th November, a commemorative service at the urupa/cemetery
and wharenui/meeting house at Te Wheki Marae at Rapaki, Governors Bay,
starting time 10am. Parking is available either on-site (big carpark outside new
wharenui, i.e. down the driveway on the right) or outside on roadway above the
driveway entrance in parking bay. Address is 37 Rapaki Drive, Rapaki (near
Governors Bay Please note: in the case of the unexpected scheduling of a
tangihanga, updates/cancellations will be posted on the Ngā Manu Korihī
Ōtautahi FB page www.facebook.com/ParihakaOtautahi/
Contact Helen Mann for more information: helen.mann@snap.net.nz or 021
405039.
CANTERBURY PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA -Final concert for the year at
the Piano, Armagh Street at 2.30pm on Sunday 11 November.
Tickets at the door for $25 adults and $10 under 18 years. Or pre-purchase
from Erika White (3427323) for $20 and $5. See the Knox noticeboard for
details of the programme.
Christmas Daytime Singing Group
Would you like to join a group singing Christmas music? Come and join our
daytime singing group. We will practise on 5 Tuesday mornings in the lead up to
Christmas and do a wee performance on the last day.
•
•
•

5 Tuesday mornings starting on November 20th, 9.15am-11.15am.
$50 incl a cuppa each week and a festive morning tea on the day of the
concert December 18th.
Venue is The Addington Haven, 19 Church Square.

Enrol with Rachel as we will need a minimum group of 12 to go ahead:
leave a message on 3398 132, or text 021 2058938
or email songbird1nz@yahoo.co.nz
KNOX LIFE Contributions are invited for the next issue of Knox Life which will
be published in November.
Articles and poems of general interest are welcomed.
Send to Jane in the Knox office <office@knoxchurch.co.nz> by Monday 5
November please.
Children’s Pre-Loved Toy & Book Sale. – Saturday 10th November 12-3pm at
St Albans Uniting Church, Nancy Ave. A great opportunity just before Christmas
to either sell, or purchase! Free Entry for shoppers. Interested in selling?To
book a table, Contact Helen Clayton on 0276510789 or chris.helly@xtra.co.nz.
Or Jane Ellis on 02102643043 or janeyellis16@yahoo.com.au

Baking for Christmas
As we did last year we will do baking for Christmas with all proceeds going to
the Rebuild. There will be Christmas Cakes small 10cm, medium 15cm, large
22-23cm, Truffles, Afghans and Shortbread made by Doug Shaw.
HOW CAN YOU HELP?
All recipes and some ingredients will be given, - can you make Christmas cakes,
truffles?
Donation of money to go towards the ingredients, seek and collect orders.
TIMETABLE
•October – order forms to go out.
•October 31st all order forms to be returned.
•November – make Christmas cakes and truffles
•November 24th in the morning pack baking.
If you can help in any way please contact:
Jennifer McKinnon, Email: Jennifer.mckinnon@xtra.co.nz or 338 0333
Jane in the office. Email: office@knoxchurch.co.nz or 379 2456
Extra order forms can be obtained from the Church Office or from the table in
the foyer.
Knox church values the support of all who are involved in our
community’s life. For those who wish to contribute financially, charitable
donations are eligible for a tax rebate of 33%. Options are available for
giving; for information please contact our Donation Secretary,
Janet Wilson, ph 338 7203, email janmwil507@gmail.com

The Bible reading for next week will be:
• Deuteronomy 6: 1-9

Knox Directory
28 Bealey Ave, Christchurch 8013
Secretary: Jane Ellis,
ph. (03) 379 2456,
office@knoxchurch.co.nz
Office hours: Mon-Fri 9.00am-noon

Minister: Rev. Dr Matthew Jack
minister@knoxchurch.co.nz
for emergencies, (03) 3570 111
Church Council Clerk: Janet Wilson,
ph. (03) 338 7203

Visit our website
www.knoxchurch.co.nz

Director of Music: Daniel Cooper,
organist@knoxchurch.co.nz

website

facebook

Pastoral Assistant: Jan Harland
ph. 0273560215

-------------------------Keeping in Touch
Please help us get acquainted with you by filling in this form
and putting it in the offering bag.
Name:
Contact details

