Order of Service
19 May 2019

BRINGING LOVE
TO THE TABLE

WELCOME TO KNOX
Knox Church is a congregation within the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa
New Zealand. We aim to create Christian community in which people of all
ages, sexual orientations, cultural backgrounds and socio-economic situations
are included as equally valued participants in our congregational life. We
cherish our diversity, offering a safe place of belonging to any who wish to
explore their beliefs in an atmosphere promoting discussion, the development
of healthy relationships and spiritual growth. We strive to be open to dialogue
and shared experiences with people of other faiths. We enjoy worshipping the
God made known in Jesus, endeavouring to do so in ways that are relevant to
our daily lives, respect the integrity of creation, and make a positive difference
to our wider world.
A loop system for hearing aids operates at Knox.
Toilets are available through the door on the lectern side of the sanctuary.
Please don’t leave any items unattended around the church;
they may cause alarm.
The Call to Worship:
We light a candle in the name of Jesus Christ, the Light of the world.
JESUS, GOD’S LOVE EXPRESSED IN HUMAN FORM;
JESUS, COMMANDING HIS DISCIPLES TO LOVE ONE ANOTHER;
JESUS, BURSTING THE BARRIERS OF HATRED.
Kia noho a Ihowa ki a koutou. God be with you.
MA IHOWA KOE E MANAAKI. GOD BLESS YOU.
Hymn:
Abbots Leigh

Cyril Vincent Taylor (1907-1991)

1.

God is love, the heavens adoring;
God is love, let earth rejoice;
let creation sing its praises,
high rejoicing with one voice.
God who laid the earth’s foundation,
and who spread the heavens above,
God who breathes through all creation.
is pure love, eternal love.

2.

God is love, and is enfolding
all the world in one embrace,
with unfailing grasp is holding
every child of every race.
And when human hearts are breaking
under sorrow’s iron rod,
then they find that selfsame aching
deep within the heart of God.

3.

God is love, and, though with blindness
sin affects the souls of all,
God’s eternal loving-kindness
holds and guides us when we fall.
Sin and death and hell shall never
o’er us final triumph gain;
God is love, so love for ever
o’er the universe must reign.
Timothy Rees (1874-1939), alt.

Prayer of Approach
In one little corner of the world,
a group of students of life
sit around their teacher.
HE SPEAKS OF FAITH,
HE SPEAKS OF LOVE.

He calls them his own,
children of the father,
one family in faith.
HE CALLS THEM BRANCHES
OF THE SINGLE VINE.
Then he commands them to love one another.
“BY THIS LOVE,
PEOPLE WILL KNOW
YOU ARE MY DISCIPLES.”
Because we dare, O God,
to believe that this tender teaching,
this fragile new commandment,
is part of the love which reigns over the whole universe,
and which holds our world together,
WE GATHER IN THE NAME OF THAT TEACHER.
We come to be part of that loving
and being loved,
part of that making one
of all the people of God.
AMEN, IN SILENCE WE OFFER OUR WORSHIP.
Silence
We offer also our confession.
WE DO NOT LOVE,
WE DO NOT FORGIVE.
WE DO NOT WELCOME.
We divide,
WE DEVALUE,
we hate,
WE HURT,
we fight,
WE FRUSTRATE,
we extinguish,
WE EXCLUDE.
And so we say:
Lord have mercy.
CHRIST HAVE MERCY.
Lord have mercy.

Assurance and Response
. . . In the name of Christ I say to you:
You are forgiven and you are free.
THANKS BE TO GOD.
Prayer of Supplication:
O God, whose servant Peter
was among those first commanded to love,
you later called him
and equipped him
to offer love
beyond some ancient boundaries.
GIVE US THE SAME SHARPNESS OF VISION
AND COURAGE OF HEART
THAT YOU GAVE HIM,
THAT HEALING AND WHOLENESS MAY COME,
AND ALL PEOPLE PRAISE THEIR MAKER.
Using the words that Jesus taught us, together we say:
OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN
HALLOWED BE YOUR NAME,
YOUR KINGDOM COME,
YOUR WILL BE DONE,
ON EARTH AS IN HEAVEN.
GIVE US TODAY OUR DAILY BREAD.
FORGIVE US OUR SINS
AS WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO SIN AGAINST US.
SAVE US FROM THE TIME OF TRIAL
AND DELIVER US FROM EVIL.
FOR THE KINGDOM, THE POWER AND THE GLORY ARE YOURS
NOW AND FOR EVER. AMEN.
The Passing of the Peace
Kia tau tonu te rangimarie o te Ariki ki a koutou.
The peace of Christ be with you all.
A KI A KOE ANO HOKI;
AND ALSO WITH YOU.
We exchange a sign of peace with one another.

If there are younger ones present
A Conversation with the Younger Ones
Young People’s Blessing:
Young ones, go to your worship with our blessing.
TAKE OUR FAITH AND HOPE;
MAKE NEW THINGS WITH WHAT YOU HAVE BEEN GIVEN.
MAY GOD BLESS AND GROW YOU.
AMEN.
Young ones are welcome to move through to the Sala del Sol (upstairs in the
Knox Centre) for well supervised, faith-based youth activities.
The First Lesson:

Acts 11: 1-18
In this is the Word of God
THANKS BE TO GOD.

Knox Singers:

Prayer of St Richard of Chichester
L. J. White (1910-1970)

The Gospel Lesson:

John 13: 31-35
This is the gospel of Christ.
PRAISE TO CHRIST, THE WORD.

Hymn:
Ravenshaw

William Henry Monk (1823-1889)

1.

Lord, your word abiding,
and our footsteps guiding,
gives us joy forever,
binds us all together.

2.

Who can tell the pleasure,
who recount the treasure,
by your word imparted
to the simple hearted?

3.

Word of mercy, giving
succour to the living;
word of life, supplying
comfort to the dying:

4.

O that we, discerning
its most holy learning,
Lord, may love and fear you,
evermore be near you.
Henry Williams Baker (1821-1877)

Sermon:

Who’s that knocking on the door?
Generally, sermons are posted on our website shortly after
the service at: http://www.knoxchurch.co.nz/sermons.html
Hard copies of the sermons are available before and after the
service – ask the person at the door.

Hymn:
Normandy

Basque Carol

1.

The great love of God is revealed in the Son,
who came to this earth to redeem every one.
That love, like a stream flowing clear to the sea,
makes clean every heart that from sin would be free.

2.

It binds the whole world, every barrier it breaks,
the hills it lays low, and the mountains it shakes.
It's yours, it is ours, O how lavishly given!
the pearl of great price, and the treasure of heaven.
Daniel Thambyrajah Niles (1908-1970)

Prayers for Others and Ourselves
led by Graeme Downie

The Offering and Dedication
We stand for the dedication of the Offering
As Peter brought love to the house of a stranger,
SO MAY THESE GIFTS BRING BLESSING TO MANY.
As new unity was given to Paul and Cornelius,
SO MAY THESE GIFTS BRING PEOPLE TOGETHER.
Bless not just this offering, O God,
BUT ALSO OUR CAPACITY TO SHOW YOUR LOVE.
This is our prayer in Jesus,
AMEN.
Notices
Hymn:
Woodlands

Walter Greatorex (1877-1949)

1.

Stand tall in Christ, all people of our God,
no other idol will suffice this hour.
In Jesus Christ all captives are set free,
all hurts are healed and hope is born anew.

2.

Stand tall in Love, all people who would dare
be reconcilers where divisions lie;
in love will pain and loneliness be eased
and rainbows hung in all our hearts again.

3.

Stand tall in Peace, all people who love life,
whose lives are candles in earth’s darkest place,
who plead for justice and support the weak
that all might live in hope and harmony.

4.

Stand tall in Faith, all people who would share
as trusting partners in God’s enterprise,
whose lives would speak in deeds, not just in words,
of grace, forgiveness and a generous heart.
Margaret Kouvelis

Benediction and Sung Amen
Postlude:

Improvisation
Daniel Cooper (b. 1997)

Tea and coffee are served in the Knox Centre Lounge following the morning service
Music printed in this order of service is covered
under a music copyright licence agreement: LicenSing #604802

NOTICES
This Week:
Sunday
Monday
Wednesday

19 May – 25 May 2019
10.00am Morning worship
7.30pm
Knox Fireside Group – see below
10.00am Bible Study

Next Week:
Sunday

26 May – 1 June 2019
10.00am Morning worship
11.15am Knox Book Group – See below
10.00am Bible Study

Wednesday

Knox Fireside Group - The Knox Fireside group will meet on Monday May 20th
at 7:30pm in the Knox Lounge. See advert included in this week’s order of
service.
Christian Meditation - The Christchurch Christian Meditation Community’s next
community day will be held at the Methodist church community hall on the Cnr of
Chapel St Harewood Rd, Papanui, on Saturday 25th May between 1:00 & 4:00pm.
This time, in the interests of interfaith understanding, our guest speaker will be
the Venerable Lama Assi. He will talk about the origins and development of
Buddhist meditation, and give his views on the commonality between religions as
found through meditation. It promises to be a very interesting afternoon and you'll
find a very warm welcome. Afternoon tea is provided. A Koha to help cover costs
would be appreciated. For further information about us, please go to wccm.org,
and/or email Chris Wilson at cjw9nz@gmail.com or call 029 357 8433.
Church Women United Aotearoa New Zealand announces A VARIETY
CONCERT will be held at St Albans Contributing Church on Saturday25th May at
2 pm followed by afternoon tea. This concert is to raise funds to enable CWU to
send delegates to the next conference in Asia 2020. Contributing to the concert
will a group from Christs College, a Ukulele band 2 young singers and more. All
are welcome . Tickets $15. Tickets can be obtained from Jennifer McKinnon.
Knox Book Group – Meeting at 11.15am in the Committee Room, Sunday 26
May. Len Pierce will present the book “Silence” by Shusaku Endo. The story of
an idealistic Portuguese Jesuit priest who sets sail for Japan in 1640s.
Knox Cafe - The next Knox Cafe will be on Sunday Evening 26 May at 7pm in
the Knox Lounge. The Speaker will be Janet Wilson who will give an illustrated
talk about her recent visit to North Korea. All welcome. Bring your own drinks
and nibbles, tea and coffee provided.

Knox church values the support of all who are involved in our community’s life. For
those who wish to contribute financially, charitable donations are eligible for a tax
rebate of 33%. Options are available for giving; for information please contact our
Donation Secretary, Janet Wilson,ph 338 7203, email janmwil507@gmail.com

Next week’s service includes a series of reflections,
prayers and hymns accompanied by the Sumner
Silver Band.

Knox Directory
28 Bealey Ave, Christchurch 8013
Secretary: Jane Ellis,
ph. (03) 379 2456,
office@knoxchurch.co.nz
Office hours: Mon-Fri 9.00am-noon

Minister: Rev. Dr Matthew Jack
minister@knoxchurch.co.nz
for emergencies, (03) 3570 111
Church Council Clerk: Janet Wilson,
ph. (03) 338 7203

Visit our website
www.knoxchurch.co.nz

Director of Music: Daniel Cooper,
organist@knoxchurch.co.nz

website

facebook

Pastoral Assistant: Jan Harland
ph. 0273560215

-------------------------Keeping in Touch
Please help us get acquainted with you by filling in this form
and putting it in the offering bag.
Name:
Contact details

